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s to prove againft the Rehearfal, that God gave Power to the 


Kings, to judge if they broke their Original Contra; and to renounce thi? Allegiance, if they 
womld not govern accordingly: Which juftifies the late bappy Revolution. 
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Countr yom. 
to your Paper of Fune 19. Matter, 
about our Conftitution, and puts you upon proving, 
that the People had a Power to chufe their Kings. 
Obf. He might with as much Reafon and Senie, 
Roger; have put me to prove, that there's a Sunin 
the Firmament; for he muft either own, that Kings 


HE Rebearfal has made fome Anf{wer | 


ud Fo That’s plaifi to my Country-Undet- 
derftanding, Matter ; and if you pleaf+, I will give 
you my Obfervations upon the Text. 

Obf. With all my Heart, Roger ; for you have 
been long enoughi at the Trade, to write the Objer- 
vator your felf, without my Yelp. 





are made by the Confent of the People, or by God's | 
immediate Appointment ; the latter 
prove, but have not yet {ce 


to aniwer his Challenge direct 
to Desteronemy, Chap. xvii. 
End: The Words are, § When thou ar’t come un- 
“to the Land which the Lord thy God givcth thee, 
¢ arid fhal’t poflefs it, and thal’t dwelt therein, and 
© fhal’t fay, L will fet a King over whe; \ike as all the 
© Nations that are about me, thou fhal’t in any Wife 
“fet him King over thee, whom the Lord thy God 
* fhall chufe; one ftom among, thy Brethrer, fhal’t 
* thom fet over thee ; thou may'f not fet a Stranger o- 
* ver thee, which is not thy Brothet, 

Now, from hence, Roger, ‘tis very plain, 1. That 
the People were left at Liberty, whether they would 
have a King or not. 2. That in Cafe they fhould 
be for a King, they wete to have a Power of fetting 
him over themfelves ; but he muft bethe Perfon whom 
God fhoald chufe, 4, That here is rio Limitation 
as té Farhily or Primogenitare ; but only that he 
muft be one of theirs own Brethren, and nota 
Stranger ; which is 4 ftrong Prefumption, that 
had not appointed any one Man or Family to have 
Lee Se Dominion over the reft ; and that the //- 
raclites had no Notion of any fuch Thing. 

Country-m. 1 think that very plain, Matter a 

-Obf. Well, Roger, having prov'd, that God al- 
low’d the People to fet a King over themfelves ; 
which 1 Samuel, Chap. viii. Vers 18. is call’d cht 
fing, 1 fhall in the next Place prove, that he was 
not to have an abfolute Powet, but was oblig’d to 

overn, by Law... For the followittg Verfes fay, 

But he fhall not multiply Horfes to himfelf, nor 
* caufe the People to return to Egypt, to the End 
‘ that he fhould multiply Horfes ; torafmuch as the 
‘ Lord hath faid unto ye hall henceforth re- 
© turn no more that Way : Neither fhall he multi- 
‘ply Wives to himfelf, that his Heart turn no 
‘ : Neither fhall he greatly rel ii 
€ felf Silver and Gold. And it fhall be when’ 
* fitteth upon the Throne of his Kingdom, that he 
‘ fhall write bim a 0 2 ed this Law ina Book, 
* out of that which is the Pricfts and Levites ;. 
“and. it fhall be with him, and he thall read there- 
‘in all the Days of his Life, a may learn to 
* fear the Lord his God, to keep all the Words of. 
“this Law, and thefe Statutes, to do them: That: 
* his Heart be not lifted up above his Brethren, and 
* that he turn not afide from the Commandment 
Js eeipaaales bs Lago so fg aie; be one 
* he may g in his King 
* his Children in the Midft of J/rael, 

Now, oger, from this ‘tis plain, that the //ra- 


elites had Laws befote t a King ; and that 
here’s an Initrument pg Poacid 181 
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er.14, to the | 


God | high-flying Mode, O 


Country-m. But two Keads are better than one, 
Mafter. However, my plain Obfervations are, 1. 


I put him to |That the Land of Canaan was given to the People 
n it done ; whereas we , befc cy 
can prove the former from all our Hiftories. Burt ; theirs, an 


before they had a King, ari by Confequence was 


not his; fo that they were Lords of the 


ly, Roger, refer him {Soil,’ juft as our Anceftors, the Britains were, be- 
rom 


fore they hadieither King or Keyfer. 2. That their King, 
was not to raife Standing-Arinies, and keep Mul- 
titudes of Horfemen and Dragoons, to over-awe and 
opprefs his People, as fome of otits.did, we know 
Time when, Mafter. 3. That he had no Pow- 
er to make the People return to the Idolatry of 
Rome, or of any other Place, as was defign’d by two 
Royal Brothers here, within the Memory of Man, 
Matter. ““q. That he liad no Power to keep Miffes, 
finee he coule not multiply Wives, nor to mike 
them Dutchefes and Counteffes, as was praétis’d by 
fomeour of late mojt Sacred Majefties, which turh’d a- 
way their Hearts from God and the Nation both, 
and made them entirely French and Popith, ‘Matter. 
» That he was not to levy Money contrary to 
w, and fquander it away by Thoufands of Gui- 
neas every Week, upon W---s and Baftards. 6. 
That he was not to povein after the French and 
Sach % our Will and Pleafure, 
but according to the Law and Statute-Book, which 
was deliverd tothe Priefts, the Sons of Levi, and 
to all the Elders of J/rael, Deut. 11. 9. Which, I 
think, Mafter, looks very like our AZagna Charta, 
and St. Edward's Laws, to which our Kings were 
fworn before the Bifhops and Senators of Parlia- 
ment. 7. That'he had no fuch difpenfing Power, 
as fome of our Kings affum’d lately ; for he was 
neither to turn to the Right, nor the Left from 
the Law.. 8. That he was not to be long poflefs'd 
of his Kingdom, if he did not keep this original 
Contraét ; and that his Breach of it did likewife 
afieét his Children, I think very plain from the 
Inftance of Saul, Mafter, whofe Pofterity loft the 
Crown of Jfrael, which their Father forfeited, I 
can't fay abdicated. 9. That the Priefts and El- 
dets, to whom the k of the Law was com- 
mitted, were to be Judges when “twas brolfe, and 
had a Power to turn out fuch Governors as broke 
their Laws. And Iam confirm’d in apy ogee 
Mafter, by 1 Sam. 8. 3, 45 5» where ‘tis faid the 
Elders of Jfrael gatherd themfelves together, be- 
caufe Samucl's Sons being Judges in his old Age, 
walk’d not in bis Ways, bat turnd after Lucre, 
took Bribes, and perverted Fadgerent, ‘therefore, Vert. 
22 oye Mat for —. them ont, — having a 
King. who might judge them, go out before them, 
and ee ert ue al ' 
. t like ommentary very well, Xoger ; 
If thisasiaaprovell: But | go on. Prom shence 
you may alfo obferve, that it was the People (for 
what the Elders faid; t#call'd their Voice) who de- 
fir'd that Change of their Forni of Government ; 





or Orginal 
Contraét, appointed by God himfelf, betwixt them 
and their King, 6 (+8 Soe ehe Sree 


fo thas the. Zfraelitifh Monarchy had its Rife from 
them ; and 


o God nam’d the Perfon, he did not 
deprive 
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the P 
nner of th before, . 
and, laid it t 
with: that a ion'd, .Dew..17..18- By which ‘tis 
plain, that the onifent of the People, as well as 
of the King, was neceflary to the making of this 
the-Law of the Kingdom ;- for tho*it was of divine 
Inftitution, God. himfelf allow'd this Form of ma- 
king it-alfo a human Law, as is-praétisd in all 
well-govern'd, Nations, at this Day; where the)” 
Laws of God, againit the Breach of both ables, 
are alfo made liuman Law s, by the -Legiflature of] 
the refpective Kingdoms. 

Country-m, But, _Malter, * the Prerogative-Men |‘ 
found the abfolute, Power of the Pringe upon 1 Sam, 
7. 11, &c., where Samuel tells them the, Adanuer of | * 
the King, that be would take theirSons and Daugh- |‘ 
ters to be his Oificers and Servants, difpole of the 
belt of their, Ficlds. and Vincyards, d give them 
to. his Courtiers;. that.he would take their Servants, 
and goodlieft yourg Men, and Cattel, and employ 
them in his own Work ; that; he would take the 


tenth of their Shecp,, Cc, and that thePcople fhould | 


be his Servants, ‘7c, 

Oly. Ttat’s the, molt. horgid .perverting of the | 
Text, that can be, Roger; .and. no leis. than Blaf- | 
shemy, fince it makes God to contradiét. what he 
fad pofitively ordain’d to be the Manner, of .the 
Srttenn in a 17. Whereas this is. only, a-Pro- | 
hecy,of what w ‘be the Manner of their King’s 
Ghvernpent 5 ; oon was verify.d by. the. Event,’ 
to the»Coft both of King and. People, accor- 
ding as, Sammel foretold them, and that they, fhould 
cry out,..when. it. came ashy be accomplifhid, Sereute 

t 


be King they /bould. chufe, but the Lord would 
not hear. them... And that this.is not my.Commen- 
tary, butts plain: 


aning of the Text, is Vide 
from Ezek, 45.:8,.9. where the Lord promiles, that 
Princes il no more appr bi$ People, and ore 
ders them to remove. Violence an Spoil, to Rs 
te Judgment and Juitice, and to, take awa 
xa¢tion from his People; which is.a plain 
hat Dewt. 17. was the: ftanding Rule 
and that. fuch Oppreffions as. she: We 
foretold in their,Kings, was a Br 
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Force, God forbad it, and own’d the, 
from him, V.14, as ‘by a Chain of 
hé.confirm'd our Revolution. Thus, 
feé the People made and unmade ue 


bi robation ; 5a d fi 
had t 
nt, it God 


hit 
‘Reople, 
that the Choice of the People is much more hg 
fonable now, when we have no immediaté Revela- 
tian to diredt us, either as to the» Perfon or Fami- 
ly ; therefore our Anceltors. in Queen. Eljzabheth’s 
‘linge, were in the Right to make it High Treafon 
, “For any oie to affirin, that the Laws and Statutes 
do not bind ‘the Richt of the Crown, and the 
* defeent Limitation, Inheritance, or Gov rernance 
thereof, as appears by 13,Elix. Capa I. andan the 
fecond Paragraph, they make. the fir Offence Im- 
prifonment for.a. Year, and the fecond’ a Premu- 
nire, * For any Perfon. who {hould write, print,: or 
expre(sly affum, (before the fame-be eftablifh’d by 
* Parhament) that any.one particular Perfon 3 is “Ul 
ought to be Heir and Succeffor to. the Queen, ‘ex 
cept the fame.be the natusal Ifltie of het Body, ee. 
etevery.one knows, that in Cafe thé had ‘nod 
ames. the VL. King of Scots, Was the Heir by 


uc, 7. 
Proximity. of Blood. 

Country+m.. I thank youy»Matter ; I think you 
have made the Cafe very.plain: The Rekearfal nay 
i Fal and caval, but he can. never anfwer this; 

it! has a peculiar Way of anfwering, Ro- 
Bers MP i en he ov’ out Victory, whichno Body 
can fee, but; bimfelf and the Bigots of his Party. 
‘He ts likewife fo very modeft, as-to refer us to-his 
former Papers, to fave him the Trouble of 1 epeating ; 
but I am. willing to give him the Opportunity not 
only, to FeReats but apy send fhant decline an- 
wering him, except when Lam diverted by: othe 
pubiecss, which. I. think. more ‘Proper to be ‘6n- 
er 
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This Day is publith'd 
© Mr. Lacy’s Letter to the Reverend. Dr. Jofieb Woods 
wi concerning” * camniietas on the modern prophets. 
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